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The research of characters with the same forms and different functions used in chemical elements of
the end of Qing dynasty
Niu Zhen
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: the phenomenon of characters with the same forms and different functions used in chemical
elements in the end of Qing dynasty was caused by the interpreters who translated the chemical elements
according to their knowledge and rules respectively.To the beginning of Republic of China, characters used
in chemical elements were gradually unified. The phenomenon was abolished, which was not only the
internal demands of the translations of chemical elements, but also the consequent choice of the
developments of Chinese characters. Through the research of the phenomenon, we can make some
conclusions as following. (1) the chinesized way of chemical elements characters is special;(2)The

formations of construction of chemical elements characters are different from the conventional formations

214



WSS B B IR & RE N T e R AU 7 R R
2016 ££ 6 H 24~28 H(EREIZIIEE NS WEIETYITEA)

of pictophmetic characters;(3)in the beginning of republic of china, publishers began to make a great
difference on the situation of languages and characters. These conclusions are of great importance to Chinese
philology.

Key words: the end of Qing dynasty and the beginning of Republic of China; chemical elements;
functions of characters; the same forms and different functions
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