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Study on the origin of Configuration Differences Between Characters on Qin Bamboo Slips and
Characters on Chu Bamboo Slips and Silk Books
Lou Lan

(College of Humanities, Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 201306 , China)

Abstract: To investigate the connections and differences between characters on Qin bamboo slips and
characters on Chu bamboo slips and silk books is an advanced subject in the research of ancient Chinese
characters. From an ontological view, the same causes of the specific components are inheritance
transformation, partial transformation, creating a new form and erroneous transformation. According to
guantitative statistics of the distribution of differently caused specific components in different levels, we
find in the development of characters on Qin bamboo slips, the traditional character system had been
adapted to meet the needs of practical use, the character formation mechanism became more irrational and
the characters became simplified in general; while in the development of characters on Chu bamboo slips
and silk books, the sense of inheritance was much maintained, some adjustment and creation of new
characters had been made to keep pace with the development of language, the character formation
mechanism remained rational, and the characters became more complicated in general.

Key words: characters on Qin bamboo slips, characters on Chu bamboo slips and silk books, specific
components, causes, comparison
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