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Heteronyms of Characters with Level and Falling-rising Tones in Rhyme of Epigraphy in Sui, Tang
and Five Dynasties
LIU Bencai
(Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037)

Abstract: The paper deals with the rhymed characters with level and falling-rising tones. It has been
found out that there are more than 10 common characters in epigraphy which have different pronunciations
together with varied meanings. Based on the actual situations, the paper has analyzed and discussed the
correlation of each rhyme with their pronunciations. It has also taken into consideration that some rhymes
with different pronunciations and meanings have undergone changes. They either keep two different
pronunciations or evolve into only one pronunciation, whichever it may be. The evolutionary rules have

been summarized so that some references could be obtained for rhymes of this kind.

Key words: Sui, Tang and Five Dynasties, rhymed characters in epigraphy, level and rising tones, level

and rising tones with different meanings
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